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Handicapping the Triple Crown Races

Handicapping the Full Race Cards on Triple Crown Saturdays

Announcements
Special Help for Handicapping the Full Race Cards on Triple Crown Saturdays
For ALL-Ways handicappers:

Special Triple Crown Saturday Handicapping Profiles are posted on both the Frandsen Publishing
and BRIS Web sites.

For non ALL-Ways users:

Even if you are not an ALL-Ways user, you will gain valuable insights from reading this
newsletter. And, instructions for using ALL-Ways Software like a "Tip Sheet" for Triple Crown
Saturdays are posted on the Frandsen Publishing Web site. This makes it possible to use the
concepts presented in this newsletter without having to learn all the details about the software.
See the last page of this newsletter for more information.

Spring and Summer Race Meets

Low cost ALL-Ways Batch Download Files for past races and low cost ALL-Ways Meet
Subscription Plans for future races are now available on the ALL-Ways Data File page on the
BRIS Web site.

Handicapping the 2011 Triple Crown Races and the Full Saturday Race Cards

Three different horses won the three Triple Crown races in 2010. We have now gone 32 years
without a Triple Crown winner since Affirmed accomplished the feat in 1978.

This article builds on the concepts we first introduced for last year’s Triple Crown Saturdays in
2010. Well, they worked great in 2010 just as they did in 2009. You will want to consider using
them again this year. In this article, we will present some ideas for handicapping the three specific
Triple Crown races in 2011. Then we turn our attention to handicapping the full race cards on the
three Triple Crown Saturdays.

“Heads Up”

Be sure to pay close attention to the discussion later in this newsletter about the Best Late/Best
Early Group. It may well be the single most valuable piece of handicapping information you
will use for handicapping the full race cards on Triple Crown Saturdays!
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The Kentucky Derby
“The Run for the Roses”

The 137th running of the Kentucky Derby will take place at Churchill Downs on May 7, 2011.

The Kentucky Derby is one of the most difficult races to handicap, virtually every year. The race
has 3-year old horses that are still maturing, racing against the toughest competition they have ever
faced, running in a generally fast paced race, trying to run the longest distance thus far in their
young careers (1 1/4 mile) and doing all of this facing the largest field of horses they will ever face
in their entire careers. Favorites simply do not win the Derby very often. The statistics below
focus on the Derby winners from 2000 through 2010, but excluding the 2005 and 2009 races that
were won by 50-1 “Giacomo” and 51-1 “Mine That Bird” respectively.

Races Won by a Horse Ranked in the
Top 3 for the Factor

(Kentucky Derby)

Factor Races Won
BRIS Speed 2/3 8 of 9
BRIS Combined 2/3 8 of 9
BRIS Late 2/3 7 of 9
BRIS Prime Power 7 of 9

Combined Pace = Early Pace + Final Fraction
Late = Final Fraction Pace + Speed
Prime Power = A comprehensive rating
2/3 = Average for the best 2 out of last 3 races

This shows that 8 of the 9 Kentucky Derby winners ranked in the top three of the BRIS Speed 2/3
and the BRIS Combined 2/3 factors. BRIS figures are standard in ALL-Ways Software. ALL-
Ways Software also includes the unique Hall pace and speed figures that use the concept of
“conservation of energy” to normalize the pace and speed figures to the exact distance of today’s
race. ALL-Ways Software also includes a Comprehensive Rating similar to the BRIS Prime
Power Rating. The chart below shows the results of using both sets of factors.

Races Won by a Horse Ranked in the
Top 3 for the Factor

(Kentucky Derby)
Factor Races Won
BRIS or Hall Speed 2/3 9 of 9
BRIS or Hall Combined 2/3 9 of 9
BRIS or Hall Late 2/3 7 of 9

BRIS Power or ALL-Ways Comp. 9 of 9

This shows us that every winning horse in these 9 Kentucky Derby races was ranked in the top 3
for BRIS and/or Hall Speed 2/3 AND for BRIS and/or the Hall Combined 2/3 AND for BRIS
Prime Power and/or ALL-Ways Comprehensive.
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Handicapping the Kentucky Derby

Both the 2009 and 2010 Kentucky Derby races had 20 horse fields. One good way to approach the
Kentucky Derby is to start by trying to reduce the number of horses in this large field that you will
give serious consideration to for your wagers. Some horses will just jJump out at you as not having
a chance to finish in-the-money. Later in this article, we will present some effective methods to
reduce the number of horses you consider.

Pace: Most Kentucky Derby races are run at a fast early pace. The 2010 Kentucky Derby had a
very fast ALL-Ways Race Pace Shape of “EEE” There are two particularly strong ways to help
assess if a horse can handle the pace. One is to look at how the horse ran in its past performance
race(s) where the early pace pressure was strong. Using the ALL-Ways Past Performance
handicapping report, look for races that had a Quirin Race Shape of “FF” or “FP”. These mean the
race had a “Fast” early pace and a fast final time (“FF”) or the race had a fast early pace and a Par
final time (“FP”). If the horse did well, it's a player. If it did poorly, it will likely have trouble
today. If the 2011 race has a fast early pace, you will want to give extra credit to the best late
running horses with running styles of “P” or “S”, particularly those that rank high in the
ALL-Ways Best Late Group.

Distance: None of the horses will have run the 1 1/4 mile distance before. However, many of the
horses will have run in a 1 1/8 mile race. We look at these past performance races to see if the
horse did well, did just OK or did poorly. We particularly look for horses that were gaining ground
or extending their lead down the stretch. Again, the long distance of the Derby favors closers.

The Preakness
""The Run for the Black-Eyed Susans™

The 2011 edition of the Preakness will be run on May 21st at the Pimlico race track in Baltimore,
Maryland. The Preakness is a 1 3/16 mile dirt race. The Pimlico track has somewhat longer
straightaways and sharper turns than Churchill Downs. The field sizes since 2000 have averaged
around 11 horses. The 2010 Preakness had 12 horses. The Preakness is not as difficult to handicap
as the Kentucky Derby. With that said, the Preakness is still a very competitive and high class
race. It is still a race for rapidly maturing 3-year olds. One important added handicapping
complexity is that the Kentucky Derby horses running in the Preakness are coming back in only
two weeks after competing in one of the toughest races they will ever encounter.

The statistics below focus on all eleven Preakness winners from 2000 through 2010.

Races Won by a Horse Ranked in the
Top 3 for the Factor

(Preakness)
Factor Races Won
True Dirt Speed 10 of 11
BRIS Speed 2/3 10 of 11
Hall Speed 2/3 10 of 11
BRIS Prime Power 10 of 11
ALL-Ways Comp 9 of 11
BRIS Power or ALL-Ways Comp. 11 of 11

True Dirt Speed = average speed on dry dirt at the same
distance category of today’s race (sprint or route)
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Handicapping the Preakness

Normal handicapping approaches work well for the Preakness. One thing to note is that 23 of the
33 in-the-money finishers since 2000 were either Presser “P” horses or Sustainer “S” horses. The
remaining 10 horses were either Early “E” horses or Early Pressers “EP”. This indicates the Best
Early/Best Late strategy should work well for Exacta and Trifecta wagers. The Preakness is
notorious for low win payoffs and 2010 was no exception with “Looking at Lucky” winning and
paying only $6.80. But, the Exacta paid $181 and the Trifecta paid $2,771. These wagers types
frequently pay well on Preakness Saturdays.

Belmont Stakes
“The Run for the Carnations”

The 143rd running of the Belmont Stakes, the third and final leg of the Triple Crown, will take
place at Belmont Park on June 11, 2011.

Handicapping the Belmont Stakes

An interesting fact: In the years since we last had a Triple Crown winner (Affirmed in 1978) there
have been eleven horses that won both the Kentucky Derby and the Preakness, but then failed in
the Belmont Stakes. The two big handicapping challenges are the length of the race (1 1/2 miles)
and, in the case of horses who competed in the Kentucky Derby and/or the Preakness, the ability
of the horses to handle such a demanding race after such a short layoff between races. From a
distance standpoint, we obviously need to find horses that did well in their prior long races in
terms of gaining ground down the stretch. Horses that were "backing up" at the end of the
Kentucky Derby or the Preakness are probably not good candidates to win the Belmont Stakes.
From a stamina standpoint, we want to find horses that have come back to do well after a short
layoff.

Here are some statistics for the in-the-money finishers in the Belmont Stakes since 2000 excluding
the 2002 race which was won by Sarava at 70 to 1 odds. (The Hall pace and speed figures did find
Sarava.)

In-the-Money Performance of Top

Ranked Horses for the Factor
(Belmont Stakes)

Factor Win Place Show

Top 3 Top 4 Top 4

BRIS Class 6 of 10 9 of 10 6 of 10
BRIS Speed 2/3 7 of 10 8 of 10 7 of 10
True Dirt FF 7 of 10 9 of 10 6 of 10
BRIS CMB 2/3 6 of 10 7 of 10 7 of 10
BRIS Late 2/3 7 of 10 8 of 10 8 of 10
Comprehensive 6 of 10 8 of 10 7 of 10
BRIS Power 5 of 10 9 of 10 4 of 10

FF = Final Fraction Pace

Using BRIS Speed 2/3 as an example, 7 of the 10 win horses were ranked in the top 3 of BRIS
Speed 2/3, 8 of the 10 place horses ranked in the top 4 of BRIS Speed 2/3 and 7 of the 10 show
horses were ranked in the top 4 of BRIS Speed 2/3.
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Handicapping the Full Race Cards on Triple Crown Saturday

Now, we turn our attention to handicapping all the races on the three Triple Crown Saturday race
cards. Specifically, we discuss ways to dramatically narrow down the field of horses you consider
for your wagers, on average by about 40%. After applying these methods, here is how the
remaining horses did in the 2009 and 2010 Triple Crown Saturday races.

Top 4 Finishers After Eliminating
Approximately 40% of the Fields
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

RACES 13 13 13 39

WIN 12 12 13 37 of 39
PLACE 12 12 13 37 of 39
SHOW 13 12 10 350f 39
4TH 12 12 11 350f 39

49 of 52 48 0f 52 47 of 52 144 of 156
2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

RACES 13 13 13 39

WIN 13 12 13 38 of 39
PLACE 12 12 11 35 0f 39
SHOW 13 11 12 36 of 39
4TH 11 12 12 35 0f 39

49 0f 52 47 0of 52 48 of 52 144 of 156

Using the 2010 figures, here is how to read this chart. On the Churchill Downs card, all 13
winners and all 13 show horses were included. Only one place horse and two fourth place horses
were missing. Also, 38 of the 39 winners in these 39 races were accounted for, with only one
horse missing. In both years, the remaining horses accounted for a whopping 144 of the 156
win, place, show and 4th place finishers. Only 12 of the 156 top four finishers were missing
in all 39 races! Later in this article, we will provide some ideas for identifying some of these
12 missing horses as well.

Now, let's look at how this handicapping concept works.

(Continued)
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The Four Groups

Four features in ALL-Ways can be viewed as being “groups” of horses that are qualified to be in
the “group”. We are going to cover each group individually and show how well they did for the
full race cards on Triple Crown Saturdays. Each group is impressive by itself, but don't get “hung
up” on a single group. Towards the end of this article we will summarizes how these groups all
worked together. The four groups are:

1) “Contenders”

2) “Key Horse Candidates”

3) “Best Late/Best Early Horses”
4) “Top 10 Speed Performances”

ALL-Ways software does a tremendous amount of analysis “behind the scenes” to determine the
horses that are qualified for each of the four groups. It is a good idea to take advantage of all this
work automatically being done for you. So, we do suggest starting your handicapping with these
four groups, but then add some of your own handicapping and wagering skills to the effort.

Percentage of the Full Fields in Each Special Group
on Triple Crown Saturdays
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL

Full Fields 124 112 122

Contender 50% 55% 48%
Key Horse 42% 46% 43%
Best Late/Early 49% 54% 49%
Top 10 Speed 56% 59% 57%

2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL

Full Fields 123 116 120

Contender 52% 55% 54%
Key Horse 42% 45% 43%
Best Late/Early 45% 53% 53%
Top 10 Speed 57% 58% 59%

A very important note about these four groups is that a horse, more often than not, will
qualify to be in more than one of the four groups.

(Continued)
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Now, we will look at each of these groups with respect to the 2009 and 2010 Triple Crown
Saturday race cards. Remember there were a total of 358 horses and 359 horses that raced in the
39 races run on these three race days in 2009 and 2010 respectively.

1) The “Contender” Group

ALL-Ways uses comprehensive handicapping information about every horse in the race to make
horse-to-horse comparisons and then classifies some horses as Contenders. These Contenders, on
average, generally account for about half the field. The chart below shows how well these
designated "Contenders™ performed in 2009 and 2010. Remember, this is just for one group. The
real power comes from looking at all four of the groups which we will cover a little further on in
this article.

Number of Top 4 Finishers in the “Contenders” Group
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 11 11 11 33
PLACE 11 8 13 32
SHOW 8 12 8 28
4TH 8 8 9 25

2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 9 10 10 29
PLACE 9 9 9 27
SHOW 10 6 8 24
4TH 8 9 5 22

No Triple Crown Saturday races were excluded. For example, the two missing win horses at
Churchill Downs in 2009 are “Mine That Bird” that paid $103.40 to win in the Kentucky Derby
and “Jazz in the Park” that paid $35.20 to win in the 5th race. And, “Jazz in the Park” was picked
up in all three of the other groups we discuss below. The win and place numbers are particularly
strong for both 2009 and 2010, with the 2010 figures indicating slightly more contentious races.
Regarding the individual Triple Crown races, in 2009 ALL-Ways narrowed down the Kentucky
Derby field from 20 horses to only 6, the Preakness field from 13 horses to only 6 and the
Belmont field from 10 horses to only 5. The numbers in the more contentious 2010 races were 7 of
20 in the Derby, 7 of 12 in the Preakness and 6 of 12 in the Belmont Stakes.



2) The “Key Horse Candidates” Group

Once again, ALL-Ways uses extensive information to identify four horses from which you may
want to select a Key Horse for your wagers. Four horses are designated as Key Horse Candidates
so you can exclude the favorite and still have three non-favorite Key Horse possibilities. The
automatic process internal to ALL-Ways focuses mainly on the best win and place candidates, but
also includes some analysis of the show position. Here is how many of the win, place and show
horses came out of the Key Horse Group in 2009 and 2010.

Number of Top 3 Finishers in the “Key Horse” Group
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 12 10 9 31
PLACE 10 7 11 28
SHOW 7 8 6 21

2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 9 10 9 28
PLACE 9 8 9 26
SHOW 8 7 8 23

Looking at 2009, this chart shows us that 79% of winning horses (31 of 39), 72% of place horses
(28 of 39) and 54% of show horses (21 of 39) were ALL-Ways designated "Key Horse
Candidates”. Indeed 68% of all in-the-money horses were “Key Horse Candidates”. The
percentages in 2010 were 72% win (28 of 39), 67% place (26 of 39) and 59% show (23 of 39).
Once again, only four horses are in this group in a race! One very effective way to select the non
favorite Key Horse to use in your wagers is to look for “Key Horse Candidates” that are also
in one or more of the other three groups.

3) The “Best Late/Best Early” Group

The Search Handicapping Report in ALL-Ways includes a list of horses that ALL-Ways considers
to be the Best Late horses in the race and it includes a separate list of horses that ALL-Ways
considers to be the Best Early horses in the race. ALL-Ways uses the BRIS Late factor (Final
Fraction plus Speed) and BRIS Total factor (Early Pace plus Speed) to make these determinations.
It is possible for a horse to be in both lists which makes it a “Dual Qualifier”. ALL-Ways also
looks at horses with the top Hall Late 2/3 Ratings and top Hall Total 2/3 Ratings to see if any
other horses should be included. Again, the Hall figures are normalized to the exact distance of
today's race.

The place to start your handicapping in this “Best Late/Best Early” Group is to just look at the
Best Late horses. Then, check the Best Early horses to see if you think a horse should be added for
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your consideration. We will discuss how to do this a little further down. Here is how many of the
top four finishers were in the “Best Late/Best Early” Group.

Number of Top 4 Finishers in the “Best Late/Best Early” Group
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 12 12 11 35
PLACE 11 10 12 33
SHOW 11 10 8 29
4TH 9 9 9 27
Total 43 41 40 124
Late 37 36 34 107 (86%)
Early Only 6 5 6 17 (14%)

2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 11 12 12 35
PLACE 11 10 10 31
SHOW 12 8 11 31
A4TH 8 9 11 28
Total 42 39 44 125
Late 34 31 33 98 (78%)
Earlv Onlv 8 8 11 27 (22%)

One of the things this chart shows us is that a whopping 35 or the 39 winners in both 2009 and
2010 were in the Best Late/Best Early Group. Place, show and 4th place horses were strong as
well.

Here is a very important point, perhaps the most valuable piece of
handicapping information you will use for handicapping the full race cards on
Triple Crown Saturdays!

An overwhelming majority of the top four finishers shown in the chart above were in the
Best Late List. A much smaller number were only in the Best Early List. In 2009, 86% (107
of 124) of the horses in the Best Late/Best Early Group that finished in the top four finish
positions were in the Best Late List. Only 17 of the horses were in only the Best Early List. In
2010, 78% (98 of 125) top 4 finishers were in the Best Late List and only 27 of the horses
were in only the Best Early list. The ALL-Ways Best Late List is an extremely powerful tool
for finding the win, place, show and fourth place finishers on Triple Crown Saturdays. This
includes most of the high priced surprises.




4) “Top 10 Speed Performances” Group

Now we turn to the “Top 10 Speed Performance” Group, the last of our four groups. ALL-Ways
looks at the five most recent races run by every horse in the race. It then identifies the ten best
BRIS Speed performances of all the horses in the field. A horse can make the list multiple times if
more than one of its speed performances makes the top 10 list. We suggest starting with the “Top
10 BRIS Speed Performances” list, which is standard on the ALL-Ways Top 10/Ranking Report.
Then, we suggest checking the “Top 10 Hall Speed Performances” list, which can be added to the
Top 10/Ranking Report, to see if there is a Hall Speed only horse you may want to add for further
consideration. Here is how many of the top 4 finishers made the Top 10 Speed Performances
Group.

Number of Top 4 Finishers in the
“Top 10 Speed Performances” Group

2009 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 11 12 12 35
PLACE 11 12 13 36
SHOW 9 10 9 28
4TH 11 10 11 32

2010 Triple Crown Saturdays
CDX PIM BEL TOTAL

Races 13 13 13 39
WIN 11 12 12 35
PLACE 11 12 11 34
SHOW 11 10 10 31
4TH 9 12 10 31

This shows us that in 2010, 35 of the 39 winners (90%) were in the “Top 10 Speed Performances”
Group as well as 34 of 39 (87%) of the place horses, 31 of 39 (79%) of the show horses and 31 of
39 (79%) of the 4th place finishers. And, keep in mind that no races on the Triple Crown Saturday
full race cards have been excluded.

Bringing It All Together

Some reminders: First, everything in this article is aimed at handicapping the full race cards on the
three Triple Crown Saturdays including the three specific Triple Crown races. Second, the main
handicapping task we have been discussing is how to narrow down the full fields of horses to just
the horses you want to focus on for your wagers. The “elimination” method this article addresses
focuses on four special groups of horses in ALL-Ways software. Overall, if we eliminate all
horses that do not appear in at least one group, we find that we can generally shrink the field down
by about 40%.
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The chart below shows how many groups the top 4 finishers on Triple Crown Saturdays were in.
Remember there were a total of 39 races with a total of 156 horses that finished in the top 4 finish
positions.

The 156 Top 4 Finishers by Number of Assigned Groups
2009 Triple Crown Saturdays

# Groups 4 3 2 1 0
WIN 29 4 2 2 2
PLACE 26 5 4 2 2
SHOW 19 5 5 7 3
4TH 12 11 9 2 5
Totals 86 25 20 13 12
% 55% 16% 13% 8% 8%
2010 Triple Crown Saturdays

# Groups 4 3 2 1 0
WIN 25 5 7 1 1
PLACE 21 8 4 2 4
SHOW 19 5 6 6 3
4TH 16 8 6 5 4
Totals 81 26 23 14 12
% 52% 16% 15% 9% 8%

This chart is very informative. In both 2009 and 2010, only 12 of the 156 top four finishers in the
39 races were not in one or more of the four groups. Conversely, a huge 144 of the 156 top 4
finishers were in one or more of the four groups in both 2009 and 2010. This is powerful.
When we look at the missing 12 horses in each year, we find first time starters, foreign horses with
no handicapping information, horses going from dirt to turf or turf to dirt, many horses going off
at 30 to 1 or higher odds, etc.

From an overall process standpoint, we recommend:
1. Start with horses in the four groups.

2. Determine which of these horses you would be comfortable removing from further
consideration.

3. Check horses that are not in any group to see if there is a reason to include any of them in
your wagers.

4. Make a final check to make sure you are not missing a high priced closer.
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For Non ALL-Ways Handicappers
A “Tip Sheet” Approach

After reading this article, many handicappers who have not used ALL-Ways software will want to
have access to the handicapping information presented in the article. And, it is very easy to do, by
simply printing out two ALL-Ways handicapping reports, specifically the Search Handicapping
Report and the Top 10/Ranking Report. In other words, it is not necessary to learn all about
ALL-Ways Software. The simple step-by-step instructions for non-ALL-Ways users to take
advantage of this powerful handicapping information are posted as the first item on the "What's
New Page" of the Frandsen Publishing Web site at www.frandsen.com. Again, there is no need to
even look at the ALL-Ways User Manual. Just print the two handicapping reports and use them as
“Tip Sheets”.

NOTICE

Before the end of April 2011, this article will be released in a longer format as part of the Frandsen
Publishing Favorite ALL-Ways Newsletter Article Series. It will have additional information
including, among other things, ideas for identifying some of the few horses that did not make it
into one of the four groups. The Favorite Articles are posted in the Newsletter Section of the
Frandsen Publishing Web site.

They are free.

€ ALL-Ways Home Page
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